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THIS SEVENT IS SPONSORED BY ACU GLOBAL CONNECT, AND IS PART OF THE PREMODERN BELIEFS
AND THEIR RECEPTION PROGRAM, AND THE GENDER AND WOMEN'S HISTORY RESEARCH CENTRE

Transpacific Knowledges:

Women and the Christian
World before 1900

This hybrid workshop brings together historians from ACU, the
Philippines, and the USA to share new research that explores how
women encountered and shaped an emergent Christian
Transpacific world before the twentieth century. Papers examine
how women conceptualised the communities they belonged to,
from the local to the transregional and the global.

FRIDAY 1 AUGUST

We welcome participents to join us. Please RSVP to

6 l \ C U susan.broomhall@acu.edu.au stating if you will attend in
person or online.

AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY
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PROGRAMME
9.30-9.45 WELCOME

9.45-11.15 SESSION 1

Norah Linda Andrews Gharala, “For Herself and as a Mother”: Women Petitioners
of South Asian Descent in the Seventeenth-Century Spanish Empire

Susan Broomhall, Placing Japanese and Korean women in the Catholic
communities of Manila and East Asian diaspora

Grace Liza Y. Concepcion, Women and their property in 17th-century Philippines

11.15-12.45 SESSION 2

Darius von Guttner-Sporzynski, Anna Jagiellon’s Jesuit strategy and the making of a
trans-Pacific Catholic intelligentsia, 1564-1720

Laura Vazquez Arreguin, “Being a woman and an India incompetent in legal
disputes:” Ana Pandan'’s strategic use of the Inquisition in 17th century lloilo

Rhodalyn C. Wani-Obias, Soliciting Women in the Philippine Inquisition, 1730-1798

12.45-1.45 LUNCH

1.45-3.15 SESSION 3

Stephanie Marie R. Coo, Sartorial Encounters and Transformations in 18th century
Manila

Kristie Flannery, Property, Power, and Girlhood in Early Modern Manila

Kate Fullagar, Pomare IV, Dynasty, Empire, and Religion in Tahiti

3.15-3.45 AFTERNOON TEA

3.45-4.30 FUTURE DIRECTIONS




SESSION 1

Norah Linda Andrews Gharala, “For Herself and as a Mother”: Women Petitioners of
South Asian Descent in the Seventeenth-Century Spanish Empire

In the seventeenth century, authorities on the subject of slavery in the Spanish empire
published treatises and chronicles that explored the legality of enslaving individuals from
South Asia and their descendants in the lberian empires. Often referencing the Provincial
Councils of Goa (1567-1606) to describe laws and practices of slavery in the Portuguese
empire, Spanish jurists debated whether people from South Asia were legally subject to
slavery and trafficking in the vast Viceroyalty of New Spain. Community belonging in the
form of “nacion” often animated these debates, which parsed South Asians as
“bengalas,” “malabares,” “guzarates,” and other groups associated with Portuguese
dominion. These interpretations between and across empires met with resistance by
members of the naciones whose status was in question. Women petitioned for their own
freedom and that of their children using the unstable rubrics of South Asian “nations” in
the Spanish empire. In Manila and Mexico City, women petitioners drew on legal
knowledge they acquired through ties to religious institutions. Grounding their cases in
varied interpretations of freedom, these women strategically positioned themselves as
members of families and South Asian diasporic communities in the Spanish empire.

Norah Linda Andrews Gharala, PhD, is Associate Professor of History at the University
of Houston and the author of Taxing Blackness: Free Afromexican Tribute in Bourbon
New Spain (University of Alabama Press, 2019), as well as several book chapters and
recent articles in Journal of Global Slavery; Mexican Studies/Estudios Mexicanos; and
Oxford Research Encyclopedia of Latin American History. Dr. Gharala is co-editor of
Everyday Life in the Philippines (1657-1699): Selections from the Manuscripts of Juan de
Paz (Palgrave Macmillan, 2025) and co-director of the digital project, “Slavery in Early
Mexico: A Dataset Identifying the Enslaved Persons on the Estates of Hernando Cortés,”
published in the Texas Data Repository in 2022. External research funding from the
National Endowment for the Humanities, the American Philosophical Society, the John
Carter Brown Library, and the International Institute for Asian Studies, as well as internal
grants, have supported Dr. Gharala’s recent research connecting Mexico City and the
Indian Ocean world. Dr. Gharala serves as a faculty mentor to undergraduates in the
Mellon Research Scholars Program and other initiatives at the University of Houston.

Susan Broomhall, Placing Japanese and Korean women in the Catholic communities
of Manila and East Asian diaspora

This paper explores Catholic Japanese and Korean women not as eventual exiles from
Japan, the activities leading up to this event being the lens through which these women
have primarily been explored, but rather as participants in the evolving Catholic
communities, of Manila and of an East Asian diaspora, in which they found themselves
after their exile from Japan in 1614. It explores how these women and Jesuit Francisco
Colin, the author who leaves an account of their experiences and also mediated access
to their voices in Manila, ‘place’ them in physical and cultural sites within the cityscape,
and the region, in relation to gender and cultural assumptions about their status as
actors and agents, engaging with place, space and material culture of faith.



Susan Broombhall is Professor of Early Modern Studies and Director of the Gender and
Women's History Research Centre at the Australian Catholic University. She is the
author of numerous monographs and edited collections about women, gender,
emotional and material cultures in the early modern world. She is the author, most
recently, of Evangelizing Korean Women and Gender in the Early Modern World: The
Power of Body and Text (ARC Humanities Press, 2023) and Encounter, Transformation

and Agency in a Connected World: Narratives of Korean Women, 1550-1700
(Routledge, 2023)

Grace Liza Y. Concepcion, Women and their property in 17th-century Philippines

The role of women as property owners in the Spanish Philippines has received limited
scholarly attention. In the 17th century, as colonial rule became more deeply
entrenched in the provinces surrounding Manila, native women actively participated in
a wide range of property-related transactions involving both local inhabitants and
Spaniards. These included land sales and purchases, inheritance issues, and property
donations. Far from being passive figures, native women played a central role in
managing and transferring property—selling and acquiring land, bequeathing assets to
heirs, and donating holdings to the Catholic Church. The extensive documentation of
these transactions provides valuable insights into the socio-economic position of
women in colonial Philippine society. This paper examines selected cases of land sales
and property surveys in the provinces of Tondo and Laguna from the 17th century to
explore how women navigated and negotiated their roles within the colonial legal and
economic framework.

Grace Liza Y. Concepcion, Ph.D. is an Assistant Professor at the Department of
History, University of the Philippines Diliman. She holds a Ph.D. in History from the
University of the Philippines, where she explored colonial dynamics in Laguna during
the early Spanish period. She earned her M.A. in History from Universidad de Navarra,
Spain, focusing on primary school teachers in Luzon during the late 19th century, a
B.A. Honors in English from the University of the Witwatersrand, South Africa, and a
BA Humanities from the University of Asia and the Pacific. Dr. Concepcion is currently
an Assistant Professor in the Department of History at the University of the Philippines
Diliman. She has previously served as the Executive Director of the University Research
Office at the University of Asia and the Pacific, where she led initiatives to enhance
research output. Her current research interests include Asian mobilities in the
Philippines and the Spanish empire, land and property in the 17th and 18th century-
Philippines.




SESSION 2

Darius von Giittner-Sporzynski, Anna Jagiellon’s Jesuit strategy and the making of a
trans-Pacific Catholic intelligentsia, 1564-1720

When Poland’s queen-regnant Anna Jagiellon (r. 1575-86) signed the founding charters
for the Jesuit colleges at Polotsk, Lublin, Kalisz, Nieswiez and Lwéw, she did more than
consolidate Tridentine renewal on Poland-Lithuania’s north-eastern march. This paper
argues that her financial, diplomatic and devotional sponsorship created an educational
infrastructure whose intellectual output would later travel, quite literally, to the other
side of the world. First, | reconstruct Anna’s patronage network (her correspondence
with Cardinal Stanistaw Hozjusz, the papal nuncio Giovanni Commendone and the
Jesuit legate Antonio Possevino) and show how it unlocked papal favours and royal
revenues for new colleges and for the studium at Vilnius . A case in point is her
endowment of the Puttusk college, to which she donated the prized relic of St Ladislaus
head, boosting enrolments beyond 600 students by the 1590s. Second, drawing on the
“Litterae indipetae” preserved in the Roman Jesuit archives, | trace how graduates of
these female-funded schools petitioned to evangelise “Indiae” (shorthand for the
Pacific missions) and how four of them (Andrzej Rudomina, Michat Boym, Jan
Smogulecki and Jan Bgkowski) eventually reached China and the Philippines. Their
scientific treatises, Chinese catechetical vocabulary and diplomatic brokering for the
Southern Ming court all belonged to what | term an “Anna Jagiellon knowledge chain”:
scholarship incubated in the Baltic that resurfaced in Macau, Guangzhou and Manila a
century later.

/

Darius von Giittner-Sporzynski (ACU Canberra), Fellow of the Royal Historical Society
(UK), is an Australian historian specialising in the political, religious, and cultural history
of Central Europe from the Middle Ages to the modern era. His research examines the
transmission of ideas, identity formation, dynastic politics, and the exercise of power,
with a particular focus on queenship. He is the editor of The Jagiellon Dynasty, 1386-
1596: Politics, Culture, Diplomacy (Brepols, 2025).

Laura Vazquez Arreguin, “Being a woman and an India incompetent in legal
disputes:” Ana Pandan’s strategic use of the Inquisition in 17th century lloilo

In 1646, in Villa de Arevalo, a town in modern-day lloilo, Ana Pandan turned to colonial
authorities to accuse her enslaver Antonio de Rojas and other members of the Rojas
family of seeking the services of babaylanas (indigenous ritual leaders, mostly women)
and participating in maganitos (indigenous ritual ceremonies). By appealing to Christian
authority in her quest to liberate herself, —her family, and other enslaved people —
from the Rojas family, Pandan demonstrated strategic knowledge leveraged to improve
her situation. Ana Pandan’s case highlights the cultural shifts brought about by the
Spanish imperial presence and the rare opportunities for negotiation that emerged,
under imperial domination, for marginalized individuals like her, an enslaved woman
described in the documents as natural, india, negra, and mulata. In the 17th century,
heresy and superstition were crimes under the jurisdiction of the Inquisition which
primarily targeted non-indigenous people, explicitly excluding those labeled as indios,
or natives from the Spanish monarchy’s overseas domains. Yet, precisely because of this
distinction, some “Indian” subjects approached Inquisitorial authorities—not precisely
seeking its protection, but rather using its punitive power against their oppressors. Ana
Pandan’s accusation brought about the exile of the Rojas family, highlighting subaltern
strategic use of colonial institutions through collective knowledge and organization.

Laura Vazquez Arreguin is a doctoral candidate at Rice University. Her research
examines social and cultural transpacific connections in the 17th-century Global Spanish
Empire, particularly between New Spain and the Philippines.



Rhodalyn C. Wani-Obias, Soliciting Women in the Philippine Inquisition, 1730-1798

Using archival documents retrieved from the Archivo General de la Nacién in Mexico
and the Archivo Historico Nacional in Madrid, this paper will look into twelve solicitation
cases that were filed with the Commissariat of the Inquisition in Manila during the
period of 1730 to 1798. While the cases vary in terms of length and severity, they do tell
us how confessions were practiced as well as how investigations against “immoral” friars
were conducted in eighteenth century Philippines. More than this, the lives of native
women can be gleaned from the documents and provide us with ample opportunity to
give voice to a group so often marginalized in history. This study will hopefully bring to
the foreground the natives, particularly women, who, although were involved in the
Inquisition cases in the Philippines as victims, would have otherwise been consigned
into obscurity.

Rhodalyn C. Wani-Obias is Assistant Professor at the Department of History, University
of the Philippines, Diliman. She obtained her Bachelor of Arts in Sociology, and Master
of Arts and PhD in History from the University of the Philippines Diliman. She currently
serves as the External Affairs Officer of the College of Social Sciences and Philosophy.
Additionally, she sits as a member of the CSSP Ethics Review Board and as an alternate
reviewer of the Diliman Research Ethics Board. Her research interests include 1%th
century Philippines, Philippine Propaganda Movement, history of emotions, and
women'’s history. Among her recent publications are “Homesickness and the Filipino
Nation: The Emotional Experience of Propagandists, 1889-1895" at the Philippine
Studies Journal and “Sweet Delights and Delightful Longings: Motherhood in 20th
Century Philippines” in a recently published book titled More Pinay than We Admit 2.

SESSION 3

Stephanie Marie R. Coo, Sartorial Encounters and Transformations in 18th century
Manila

Drawing upon the tripartite methodology of iconographic, textual, and material analysis,
this presentation reconstructs the sartorial landscapes of late eighteenth-century Manila,
weaving together evidence from expedition records, colonial documents, surviving
ethnographic sketches and artefacts. It shows how European scientific and commercial
voyages — most notably those of La Pérouse, Malaspina, Bustamante and the Galleon
Trade — documented and influenced local dress. By reading garments alongside the
broader material culture, the study comments on expeditionary collecting, illuminating
the complex dynamics of colonial encounter in the Pacific world.

Stephanie Marie R. Coo is a Filipino Chinese author of the acclaimed book, Clothing the
Colony: Nineteenth-Century Philippine Sartorial Culture, 1820-1896 (Ateneo de Manila
University Press, 2019), which won the 39th National Book Award for Best Book in
History (2022) and the prestigious [IAS-ICAS International Book Prize for Best Book in
Humanities (2021), conferred biennially by a consortium of universities led by Leiden
University, Netherlands. After earning her PhD in History, mention tres honourable avec
les félicitations du jury a I'unanimité, from Université Nice Sophia Antipolis in France, Dr.
Coo was awarded a Marie Sklodowska-Curie Postdoctoral Fellowship at the Universidad
de Granada in Spain and Ruhr-Universitat Bochum in Germany. Currently, she holds an
associate professorship at the Ateneo de Manila University (Philippines) and conducts
research with Centro de Humanidades (CHAM — NOVA FCSH), Universidade Nova de
Lisboa (Portuga)l. Her second book, Seams of Sedition: Sartorial Symbols in José Rizal’s
Noli Me Tangere (Ateneo de Naga University Press, 2025), was — and will be — presented
at the Leipzig (March) and Frankfurt Book Fairs (October), where the Philippines is the
Guest of Honor Nation for 2025.



Kristie Flannery, Property, Power, and Girlhood in Early Modern Manila

Maria Platent was born to her Indigenous Filipina mother and a French father in Manila
at the end of the eighteenth century. While cross-cultural intimacies and mixed families
ike Plantent’s were not unusual in this cosmopolitan city, historians have paid them
imited attention. After Platent’s father died when she was still a legal minor, she
pecame embroiled in a multi-year struggle to inherit his estate. This paper analyzes the
extant paper trail generated by this legal process to explore transcultural constructions
of the gendered category of children in Manila. Platent’s case drew in a wide network
of actors—including her Tagalog-speaking grandmother, her wet nurse and domestic
workers, her neighbors, and members of the Catholic clergy—who shaped the Spanish
judge’s ruling on her status as an orphaned, illegitimate child. Their testimonies reveal
how local understandings of kinship and obligation were deeply informed by Catholic
concepts of the family and familial obligations that were entangled with the inheritance
laws and customs operating across Spain’s global empire. This microhistorical case
study shows how everyday actors in Manila contributed to the making of the Catholic
Pacific world. Catholicism was actively negotiated and lived through legal and familial
struggles on the colonial margins.

Kristie Patricia Flannery is a historian of the global Spanish empire and the Spanish
Pacific World, and is a senior research fellow in the Institue for Historical Studies at
ACU. Her award-winning articles have appeared in leading journals including the
William & Mary Quarterly. Piracy and the Making of the Spanish Pacific World, her first
book, was published by Penn Press in 2024.

Kate Fullagar, Pomare IV, Dynasty, Empire, and Religion in Tahiti

Pomare IV (1813-1877) was a ruler of Tahiti, under French control, for the last thirty
years of her life. She is often viewed as a pitiful figure, let down by her British
Protestant friends and manipulated by French Catholic colonists. There is of course
more than a grain of truth in this depiction. Pomare IV came to power just when France
turned its eye to the Tahitian archipelago as a way to block and compete with Britain in
the South Pacific. As so many Pacific Islands discovered in the nineteenth century,
European imperialism was increasingly rapacious, territory-minded, and internally
rivalrous as the 1800s proceeded, and few Islanders had the resources to defeat such
obehemoths. Yet Pomare IV's reign looks different when viewed through a dynastic,
ndigenous lens. Pomare IV was the grand-daughter of Pomare |, who had gained
unprecedented power on the back of his friendly relations with James Cook. Pomare |l
nad furthered his father’s unifying achievements by introducing Christianity to the
archipelago—seeing the new missionaries’ religion as a way of ousting those loyal to
the favoured god of the time, ‘Oro. Pomare lll perished as a very young child, so his
sister Aimata stepped up to the role of monarch that had been newly created by her
grandfather, becoming Pomare IV. As queen, she had to face a complexity neither of
her ancestors knew — the divisions within Christianity in the form of Protestantism and
Catholicism, which made negotiating with intruders significantly harder. Ironically,
Pomare IV's response to these conditions was to craft a more resilient form of religious
and dynastic identity than had existed earlier.

Kate Fullagar is a Professor of History at Australian Catholic University, a Fellow of the
Australian Academy of Humanities and Vice President of the Australian Historical
Association. She is the author of The Savage Visit: New World Peoples and Popular
Imperial Culture (Univ. of California Press, 2012) and The Warrior, the Voyager, and the
Artist: Three Lives in an Age of Empire (Yale Univ. Press, 2020). Her most recent book is

Bennelong & Phillip: A History Unravelled (Simon & Schuster, 2023).



