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Early-modern Tuscans knew where they stood: the times and spaces for labour, commerce
and recreation were perfectly regulated, and as long as subjects obeyed the law they
could move freely from place to place under the watchful eye of their kindly Grand Duke.
That, at least, is the picture contemporary legislators liked to paint. Today's paper reveals
how plague shattered this spatial image, how it annihilated ordinary time, and how in
confronting the existential threat of contagion, government radically re-visioned and
recalibrated the territorial state, projecting society into an alternative, emergency
temporality that we may call “plague time”.
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